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Special points of interest 

• Mission Trip Opportunity! 

• Holy Week Services! 

• Ways to Serve! 

 

 We welcomed six new members into the church a few weeks ago.  

We have a few more that will join later in the year.  When people vow 

membership to the church, they promise to uphold the church in four 

ways:  with their prayers, presence, gifts, and service.  In return, we (as 

the church) promise to do three things:  increase their faith, confirm their 

hope, and perfect them in love.  Although we may say the words without 

thinking much about it, I find this to be a very sacred vow and covenant 

together. 

 One of my least favorite things to do as a pastor is to send the 

letters out for our regular membership audit.  Every year we reach out to 

members we have not seen or heard from in many years.  We invite them 

to participate in the life of the church again.  If they are no longer interest-

ed in being members of our church, or no longer live in the area, we offer 

to help them find another church with which to connect and attend.  I hate 

signing those letters, because those letters represent a break in our sacred 

vow and covenant together. 

 I have no interest in becoming the church police.  Life happens.  I 

do not want to guilt anyone when they miss a Sunday in church, or are not 

able to participate in a Bible Study, or serve for a program.  But these 

vows are not just for the sake of our church.  When we live into them to-

gether, the Kingdom is served. 

 When we live into our vows, we build facilities at Camp Sierra 

Linda in Mexico.  When we live into our vows, we welcome youth from 

four different churches (and some whose families don’t attend church) 

into our youth group.  When we live into our vows, we come together as 

one body of Christ to worship God with our whole hearts.  When we live 

into our vows, we celebrate the blessings of life, lift each other up in the 

hard times, and help nurture each other as children of God.  Basically, 

when we live into our vows, we improve the lives of each other, our 

church, our community, and even our world. 

 When we forget the vows we took, we lose sight of what is im-

portant and we cease to be the church. 

 I invite you to pray over these vows, whether you are a member 

or not.  Are we giving God our prayers, presence, gifts, and service?  

Where is God calling us to support each other in faith, hope, and love?  

Because when we uphold these vows to each other, we create the church 

God calls us to be. 

 

       Pastor Jonathan 
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All Ages 

 Invited! 

 “SCHOOLS OUT!’  

Bowling Party   

at Hillcrest Lanes,  

Saturday, May 20 @ 

3:00pm 

Thank you to everyone for providing meals this year! 

 It is extremely helpful to our families to have the meals 

provided before ministry and it provides a wonderful time 
for us to chat and get to know each other! 

It has been an amazing year full of games, fun and  

transformational discussions (for our youth and our leaders)!  

 On April 5th, we will partner with middle school youth for 
our last Faith-In-Action Night this year.  

April 12th will be our “Game Night” and last regular meeting 
night!  

In hopes of staying in touch during the busy summer months, 
we have planned Kids’ Club Special Events once a month.  
These are scheduled for May 17th, June 21st and August 
16th from 6:30-8:00. We will not have dinner on these nights 
but a snack will be provided. Watch for more details on these 
special events. All new friends ages 4-12 are also welcome to 
join us for these events! 

Please contact Megan Hanover or Christa Quail if you would 
like to be a part of Kids’ Club or if you would be willing to 
staff the nursery. 

 “I have loved you with an everlasting love;  I have drawn you with unfailing  
kindness.”       -Jeremiah 31:3 

Preschool News 

Kids Club 

   1 John 4:7-8 "Beloved, let us love 
one another, for love is from God and 
everyone that loves is born of God and 
knows God. He that loves not God 
knows not God because God is 
love."  What wonderful verses to re-
flect upon as we have focused this 
month on the character trait of friendli-
ness and love in our classroom; espe-
cially coming upon the Easter time.  
   March has been a month filled with 
crazy weather ranging from the 30's to 
the 60's but that didn't stop us from 
taking a fantastic field trip to the 
Findlay Children's Museum. We didn't 
have enough time to do all the wonder-
ful exploration they had set out before 
us. It was a definite hit and fun learn-
ing experience.  
    

We also had visits from our Kenton 
librarian and Child Evangelism teacher 
who regularly stop by the classroom 
for an extra fun visit.  
  Thanks again to those who often pray 
for us, financially support us, and just 
stop in to give needed items to the pre-
school. God has blessed us greatly 
through you !  
   Just a funny note to end on: In Bible 
class when explaining why people can 
cry for more reasons than sadness or 
hurt, one little girl showed me she un-
derstood the concept when she said, 
"My Dad cried last night when he won 
the bowling tournament !"  I'm not sure 
he really wanted her to share that with 
the whole class, but it did prove we cry 
out of happiness too.  
   Miss Lisa 
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Interested in touring the  

Jerome Schottenstein Center?  

We will be taking a weekday 

bus trip to Columbus if there 

is enough interest.  See Tim 

Newland to sign up!  

 



Karl McNeal 

Peggy Wills 

Susie Heilman 

Tia Reffner 

Ruth Klingler 

Paul Herman 

Wilma Zuchetto 

John Wicherson 

Marilyn Arn 

Emmy Dunbar 

Bud Winzenried 

David Deever 

Mason Bloom 

Youth News 

Hello everyone!  Summer is right around the corner and 
that means Lakeside For Youth Camp is coming up.  Whoever is 
interested in going with us to Lakeside for Youth Camp should 
let me know ASAP so we can begin getting paperwork filled out. 
The dates are June 25th-July 1st.  

 

One Fund 
 If you plan to attend Lakeside For Youth Camp this sum-

mer you must attend the last two One Fund Fundraisers. The 
first one is on April 16th.  We will be serving at the Sonrise Easter 
breakfast here at our church. Please be at the church by 7:30 
a.m. We also will be preparing for the Easter breakfast the day 
before at the church April 15th at 10 a.m. Please try to attend 
this as well if possible. Next is the church yard sale and it is June 
3rd.   Students need to be at the church by 7:30 a.m. as the yard 
sale begins at 8 a.m.  These last two One Fund Fundraisers are 
mandatory for several reasons. One is that we are nearing 
Lakeside and to build group unity we need to be together a few 
times before we all head to camp together. I believe Lakeside 
has a lot of unfamiliarity especially for first time campers; I do 
not want our group chemistry to be one of those unfamiliarities. 
Another reason is that we have a wonderful, generous church 
congregation that makes this trip possible. So, we all need to 
show our appreciation to our church members by spending time 
with them and thanking them in person for all their prayers, and 
financial gifts throughout the year.  

 
Upcoming events…. 

April 5th  middle school youth 6-8pm.  
April 2nd   high school youth 5:30-7:30pm. 
April 9th    high school youth 5:30-7:30pm. 
April 16th  Happy Easter-No high school youth! 
April 19th middle school youth 6-8pm 
April 23rd high school youth 5:30-7:30pm 
April 30th high school youth 5:30-7:30pm 

 
Please continue to pray for the youth of our church and our 
community. 
God Bless, 
 
Jacquelyn Stalder 
Director of Youth and Family Ministries  3 

 

Welcome New Members 

Amy Steinman 

Megan Hanover 

Marty Gray 

Judy Leiberick 

Joe and Amanda Bayliff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 13th 

11:00 AM 

Brunch 

Tickets on sale now! 

$9 adults 

$4.50 age 5-10 

Under 5 FREE 



Community Service 
April 9th 

St. John’s Church 
 

6:30 PM 

On April 23, we will welcome special guest Mic Mohler to share his 

testimony in our worship.  Mic is a former United Methodist pastor 

who experienced a very public fall from grace and eventual prison sen-

tence.  Mic will share his compelling story of success, ego, fall, and 

ultimately grace as he discusses his testimony and his newfound call-

ing from God.  Mic will also talk about his new nonprofit, Continue the 

Story, which works with families affected by incarceration.  Mark your 

calendars; you will not want to miss this Sunday! 

Maundy Thursday– 6:30 PM 

 

Good Friday– 6:30 PM  

(special service together with Epworth UMC) 

 

Easter Sonrise service– 7:30 AM 

 

Breakfast– 8:30 AM (sponsored by the youth) 

 

Easter Family Celebration-9:15-10:00 AM  

(upstairs classroom for crafts and games) 

 

Sunday school– 10:00 (all ages) 

 

Worship Service 11:00 AM 
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Serving Spotlight: Tech Team 

Continue The Story 

We want to highlight the special service of some of our faithful 

volunteers.  This month, we highlight the tech team.  This team 

serves graciously every week in worship.  The volunteers con-

struct the worship presentation every week.  They run the sound-

board for worship.  They click through the presentation for 

hymns and songs in worship.  They add so much to our worship 

every week, even if you do not see them working.  A special 

thanks go out to Jan Aller, Dick Aller, Dwight Brown, Steve Oli-

ver, Don Purcell, Laurie Steinman, Chuck Rawlins, and Tobey 

Steinman for serving on our tech teams. 

 

 

 

 

4/6 Wilma Zuchetto                    

Kenton Nursing and Rehab 

 

4/12 John Jepsen 

14200 CR 175 Kenton 

 

4/27 Edison Klingler 

537 N. High St. Kenton 

 



 This was my first mission trip 
outside of the U.S. and I had a 
great experience in Mexico.  Our team 
consisted of four members of our Ken-
ton First United Methodist Church and 
three college students from Indiana.   
 I found the host church and 
camp directors to be very accommodat-
ing and willing to go out of their way to 
make this successful.   They are so en-
thusiastic about the camp and all the 
children who are hearing the gos-
pel.  During our mission trip we painted 
the inside of cabins and some of the 
roofs.  We also re-worked some of the 
bunk beds to accommodate new pro-
grams they are implementing.  That took 
us four days of steady work.  Our daily 
routine always started with breakfast 
and devotions.  Each day we individual-
ly set aside a time of reflection regard-
ing our work and how God was direct-
ing us during the week.  This was a very 

insightful activity for me.  I really en-
joyed the meals that were prepared for 
us.   

 On Wednesday evening the 
Bishop of the United Methodist Church 
for their conference joined us for supper 

and  expressed his gratitude for the 
work being done at the Camp and how 
important Camp Sierra Linda was to 
him during his youth.  There is still a 
lot of work to do but Camp Sierra Linda 
is making great strides to serve the 
Monterrey area.   
 One of the side trips that I truly 
enjoyed was a hike with the Navarro 
family (the camp caretakers) from Camp 
to Cascada Cola de Caballo, a beautiful 
natural waterfalls.   
 Thanks to the Northwest Plains 
District Office and Mark Watkins for 
putting this mission trip together.  
    
   Steve Oliver 
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Mission Moment-Camp Sierra Linda 

 I recently had the opportunity to 

travel to Monterrey, Mexico as part of a group 

supported by the NWP district. Our mission 

was twofold. 

 First of all, our group provided con-

struction work in the camp itself. We were 

able to accomplish many things in the 4 days 

of work. Interior painting of several cabins was 

one of the biggest challenges but proved to 

make a huge difference in the appearance 

and lighting of the cabins for the campers. In 

these same cabins, we also ‘trimmed’ the 

inside areas of windows that had been in-

stalled earlier which gave them a more fin-

ished look. We also re-constructed several 

single bunk beds, making the bottom bunk 

into a double bed. The intent is to provide the 

ability to house married couples in the future 

during camps specifically designed for them.  

 Secondly we were able to get to 

know our brothers and sisters in Christ from 

the immediate area by working with them side 

by side, eating with them and most important-

ly, worshiping with them. We were able to 

attend two different worship services in Mon-

terrey with our newly found brothers and sis-

ters and were welcomed as if we were old 

friends. Their passion for serving Christ is 

evident in all aspects of their lives. 

 While there, our hosts provided us 

guided tours of the Monterrey area, spending 

time visiting Fundidora Park and the historical 

downtown area. The Navarro Family also took 

us on a hike from Camp Sierra Linda to the 

Cola de Caballo or Horsetail Falls. The hike 

was 3 kilometers each way which challenged 

our stamina but the views we saw were tre-

mendous and well worth the hike! 

 Since going to Monterrey, I feel as if 

I have been blessed in so many ways. The 

brothers and sisters we met all went out of 

their way to make us welcome and to see that 

anything we needed was provided. The food 

prepared for us was excellent and the fellow-

ship was inspiring to say the least. I have 

been truly blessed. I especially would like to 

say that Victor and the Navarro family were 

more like family than hosts and I am thankful 

to have gotten to know them. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to 

share our time with those we love. 

 

   Dwight Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Northwest Plains 

Mission Trip to  

Camp Sierra Linda 

July 22-29 

Speak to  

Mark Watkins if you 

are interested! 



 

    

   9:00  11:00 Offering 

 

March 5  67  99  $7196.60 

March 12  67  97  $4098.75 

March 19  68  109  $5272.25 

March 26  66  93  $5180.25 

Attendance and Offering  

First United Methodist  

234 N. Main Street       

Kenton, Ohio 43326 

Reverend Jonathan Hanover 

419-673-3205 

EMAIL ADDRESSES 

office@kentonfirst.org 

pastor@kentonfirst.org 

youth@kentonfirst.org 

children@kentonfirst.org 

preschool@kentonfirst.org 

WEBSITE 

kentonfirst.org 

April 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      
1 
11 AA 
1-5 Birthday  party 

2 
9 Worship 
10 SS 
11 Worship 
5:30 Youth 

3 
10  Staff meeting 
6 Girl scouts 
7:30 AA 

4 
9:30 Knitters 
5 Girl scouts 
6:30 Bells 
7:30 Worship mtg 

5 
6 Dinner 
6:30 Kids Club,  
Bible study, MS 
youth 

6 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

7 
Office Closed 
4:30-6:30 KHCB 
chicken BBQ  
 

8 
10-12 Preschool 
open house 
11 AA 

9 Palm Sunday 
9 Worship 
10 SS 
11 Worship 
6:30 St John’s 

10 
10  Staff meeting 
6 Girl scouts 
6:30 Children’s 
7:30 AA 

11 
5 Girl scouts 
6:30 Bells 
6:30 Boy scouts 

12 
6 Dinner 
6:30 Kids Club, 
Bible study 

13 
6:30 Maundy 
Thursday Service  
7:30 AA 

14 
Office Closed 
6:30 Good Friday 
service 

15 
11AA 

16 Easter 
7:30 Sonrise 
8:30 Breakfast 
10 SS 
11 Worship 

17 
10  Staff meeting 
6 Girl scouts 
7:30 AA 

18 
5 Girl scouts 
6:30 Bells 
6:30 Boy scouts 
7:30 SPR  

19 
6:30 Bible study 

20 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

21 
Office Closed 

22 
11 AA 

23 
9 Worship 
10 SS 
11 Worship 
5:30 Youth 

24 
10  Staff meeting 
6 Girl scouts 
6:30 Lead Team 
7:30 AA 

25 
5 Girl scouts 
6:30 Bells 
6:30 Boy scouts 

26 
6:30 Bible study 

27 
6:30 VBS mtg 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 
 

28 
Office Closed 

29 
11AA 

30 
9 Worship 
10 SS 
11 Worship 
5:30 Youth 

      


