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 Financial Peace 

 Living at the Speed of Light 

 Paint and Dip? 

 Youth, Youth and more Youth! 

Behold, I am making all things new. 
New year, new you, right?  Isn’t that the tradition?  Every year, we 

decide that this will be the year we finally fulfill all our goals.  This 

will be the year we lose weight, get out of debt, have a better rela-

tionship with that friend we’ve lost touch with, do a morning devo-

tional every day, love more, live more, etc.  This will be the year. 

And then, in a few weeks, all of our New Year’s resolutions are lost 

causes.  Does anything really change? 

This past summer, at the Lakeside for Youth camp, we chose the 

theme of “Behold, I am making all things new” (Rev. 21:5).  Our 

theme song for the week was Gungor’s “Beautiful Things.”  The 

chorus of the song goes like this:  “You make beautiful things.  You 

make beautiful things out of the dust.  You make beautiful things.  

You make beautiful things out of us.”  All week, we heard testimo-

nies from various people who saw God make something new out of 

their lives. 

In the Gospel of John, Nicodemus comes to see Jesus to seek after 

salvation.  Jesus tells Nicodemus that no one can be saved unless 

they are born again.  Nicodemus is confused.  How can someone 

repeat their birth?  But Jesus explains our previous birth was one of 

water and body.  The next birth must be one of the spirit. How can 

all this newness come, and yet every year seem to repeat itself? 

Paul dives into this idea of new birth even more in Romans.  The 

key to really changing our lives isn’t in adopting new resolutions 

and new habits.  We still have the same temptations and same 

weaknesses.  Even if I absolutely promise I will make changes, I 

will still fail.  Because the spirit of selfishness, of short-sightedness, 

the spirit of sin still dwells within me.  It is only when I allow the 

Holy Spirit to dwell within me that the Spirit can truly change my 

heart. 

When that happens, we will be a new creation.  We will be trans-

formed.  We will be entirely new people.  Behold, God is making 

all things new—all of creation, including ourselves. 

Perhaps instead of making lots of new resolutions, we should pray 

for the Spirit to truly dwell in our hearts.  Behold, God is making all 

of us new. 

      Pastor Jonathan 
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 Our recent lessons about how God can use ordinary people to 

help others learn of God’s love as they find peace and comfort even in 

hard times inspired us to have another Faith In Action Night on Dec 7th.   

 Thank you to Susan Headings and Tom Taylor for the 8 dozen 

cookies you made to help us become a part of the UMW Cookie Walk. 

The youth enjoyed not only the fun of  decorating the cookies but also 

knowing they had an active part in giving the cookies that would help 

raise donations for local charities! I had  several youth even ask, “What 

else can we do to help them?” “ Can I donate some of my money for 

this or make more cookies at home to bring?” 

 The Lord is at work in their hearts and active in their lives! We 

are looking forward to what God will lead us to do in 2017!   

 If you would like to become a part of this ministry or if you 

know of anyone ages 4 years-5th grade, we invite you to join us 

Wednesday Nights 6:00/Dinner, 6:30-8:00/Ministry and Worship! We 

also need a nursery provider from 6:30-8:00pm for the volunteers’ chil-

dren who are under 4 years of age. 

 

Contact Christa Quail or Megan Hanover with any questions. 

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices 
God is pleased. “      -Hebrews 13:16 

    Preschool News 

Kids Club News 
 

  It has been a fun and busy month in the pre-

school. We have been reviewing all the 

letters we have learned so far as well as 

learning and practicing songs for our Christ-

mas play. The play was wonderful as the chil-

dren sang songs and placed gifts by the man-

ger, telling us how “The Gift Goes On.” 

  The children also have been collecting pen-

nies for patients to help children fighting can-

cer. They did so well and raised over $200. 

They have been rewarded with a pizza and a  

PJ and a movie day... because who doesn't 

want to wear their PJ’s to class!  They have 

done so well and we look forward to continu-

ing to learn letters, sounds, colors, and much 

more when they return from break. 
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  Youth News 

December was a packed month for the youth group! We start-
ed off the month with a OneFund Christmas Auction. It was our first 
Christmas auction and we had about 30 items completely donated by 
members of our church and a few businesses in the community. Thank 
you to everyone who donated items, donated food and desserts, do-
nated their time to help, and participated in our auction by purchasing 
our items. We had 20 teenagers eligible to attend Lakeside this sum-
mer join to work and help do whatever we needed them to do. I love 
how they always are ready to lend a hand and how they always ask me 
if I need help with anything. The money we raised will be put to great 
use, as it will pay for our housing for the week, the actual camp cost 
per student, and other miscellaneous items needed for the week. 

The Sunday school students also performed the Christmas play 
at the 4:30 Christmas Eve Service. These students practiced the entire 
month of December during Sunday school and were all very willing to 
take on more than one part. Christa and I really enjoyed working with 
these students, and the play was such a success.  We had planned go-
ing Christmas caroling as well, but due to the ice storm we had to can-
cel. 

 I would just like to wrap up with perhaps my favorite quote of 
all time from a middle school student. Amidst all the chaos that 
Wednesday nights usually bring, we had about 20 kids decorating 
cookies to donate to the cookie walk. When we described the charities 
where the money raised from the cookie walk would go, one little 
middle school student said to me, “Well, we will need to raise a million 
dollars with the cookie walk and use the money to give presents to 
children who won’t get any for Christmas and give food to people who 
have none.” That statement caught me off guard coming from such a 
young kid. She sure has a servant’s heart and I am thankful for time 
spent with these students. 

 
 
Upcoming events…. 

Jan. 1st One service at 10am.  Youth are ushers.          
Please be at church at 9:30am.  NO youth group. 

Jan. 8Th Visiting nursing homes at 1pm 
Jan. 15th Visiting nursing homes at 1pm 
Jan. 21st WINTER JAM (See me if coming) time TBD 
Jan. 22nd Youth group at 5:30 
January 29th – No youth group.  Paint and Dip at 6pm in 

Church basement. 
God Bless, 
 
Jacquelyn Stalder 
Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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Many thanks to the 

members, staff, and 

friends at church!  I 

would especially mention 

Edison and Ruth in their 

words of encourage-

ment.  Also, the many 

prayers and gifts from 

the members.  My treat-

ments have caused many 

changes in my life. 

 Paul Herman 

 

I would like to thank   

everyone for the cards, 

thoughts, and prayers.  

Thank you to the UMW 

for the wonderful meal 

and to Pastor for the 

great service.  

 Barbara Gault 

Living at the Speed of Light 

Our church is lead by more than pastors and staff.  We have great 

leaders who serve selflessly to enable and support all the great 

ministries of the church.   

 

We are proud to have serving in 2017: 

 

Brett Purcell-Lay Leader and Lead Team Chair 

 

Dwight Brown-Contemporary Worship Chair 

 

Laurie Steinman-Finance Chair 

 

Mark Watkins-Missions Chair 

 

Christa Quail-Preschool and Children’s Ministry Chair 

 

John Mentzer-Staff/Parish Relations Chair 

 

Gladys Hamilton-Trustees Chair 

 

Trent Watkins-Youth Leadership Chair 

I don’t know about you, but 

I’m tired.  And it’s not just a 

holiday tired, it’s a permanent 

tired.  There are never enough 

hours in the day.  I always 

have more places to be, more 

things to do.  It feels like I live 

my entire life treading water, 

trying not to drown in a sea of 

soccer practices, responsibili-

ties, and demands.  Is this real-

ly all there is to life? 

 

This is not the life that God 

intends, or calls us to.  We 

have adopted this pattern of 

living at the speed of light.  

But in January, we explore 

practical ways to get back to a 

focused life, full of living, not 

just doing. 

 

Join us January 8, 15, 22, and 

29 when we explore “Rest,” 

“Sabbath,” “No,” and “Yes” as 
we try to find something more 

than living at the speed of 

light! 
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Governance 



“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”  
        -Matthew 18:20 

Date: January 29, 2017 

Time: 6:00-? 

Church Basement 

 

Bring a dip to share as we create original works of art, instructed by  

Marilyn Reed. Ticket includes all painting supplies! Proceeds benefit 

Neighborhood Opportunity Center!  Price:$30/Individual,  $50/Couple 

Questions contact: Christa Quail or Jackie Stalder 

Tickets available in the church office! 

In a local nine-week class, you’ll learn Dave Ramsey’s 

seven easy-to-follow Baby Steps to create a budget, 

get out of debt, and make a plan for your money!  Plus, 

your FPU membership includes online access to view 

each lesson anytime you want!  Registration forms and 

preview materials are located in the cookie room.  

 
CLASSES OFFERED AT FIRST UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
JANUARY 22—MARCH 19, 2017 
APPROXIMATELY $93/COUPLE 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  JANUARY 8 
Submit registration forms to Lisha in the 

church office (or call to register:  
419-673-3205) 
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Paint and Dip Night 

 

1/4 Joe Dulin 

1/12 Roberta Flinn 

1/14 Alta Boger 

1/18 Mary Lou McNeal 

1/24 Barbara Winzenried 

Thank you to all who 

served graciously this    

Advent season.  So many 
helped with the Community 

Hymn Sing, Christmas Eve 

services, Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day.  We 

could not have done it with-

out you.   

Thank you! 



     9:00  11:00  Offering 

 

December 4  65  118  $6256.00 

Hymn Sing   248 

December 11  69  111  $8676.00 

December 18  56  87  $5685.00 

December 24 (4:30)  147 

December 24 (11:00)  147 

December 25   119   $6199.00

  

Attendance and Offering  

First United Methodist  

234 N. Main Street       

Kenton, Ohio 43326 

Reverend Jonathan Hanover 

419-673-3205 

EMAIL ADDRESSES 

office@kentonfirst.org 

pastor@kentonfirst.org 

youth@kentonfirst.org 

children@kentonfirst.org 

preschool@kentonfirst.org 

WEBSITE 

kentonfirst.org 

January 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10 One worship 
service 

2 
Office closed 
7:30 AA 

3 
9:30 Knitters 
5 Girl scouts 
6:30 Boy scouts 
6:30 Bells 
7:30 Worship mtg 

4 
6 Dinner 
6:30 Kids Club, 
Middle school 
youth, Bible study 

5 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

6 
Office closed 

7 
11 AA 

8 
9 Worship 
10 Sunday school 
11 Worship 
1 Youth group 

9 
10 Staff mtg 
6 Girl scouts 
6:30 Trustees 
7:30 AA 
 

10 
4 NOC mtg 
5 Girl scouts 
6:30 Boy scouts 
6:30 Bells 

11 
6 Dinner 
6:30 Kids Club, 
Bible study 

12 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

13 
Office closed 

14 
11 AA 

15 
9 Worship 
10 Sunday school 
11 Worship 
1 Youth group 

16 
10 Staff mtg 
6 Girl scouts 
6:30 Children’s 
ministry mtg 
7:30 AA 

17 
9:30 Knitters 
5 Girl scouts 
5:30 SPR mtg 
6 Youth mtg 
6:30 Bells 

18 
6 Dinner 
6:30 Kids Club, 
Middle school 
youth, Bible study 

19 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

20 
Office closed 

21 
11 AA 

22 
9 Worship 
10 Sunday school 
11 Worship 
5:30 Youth group 

23 
10 Staff mtg 
6 Girl scouts 
6:30 Lead Team 
7:30 AA 

24 
5 Girl scouts 
6:30 Boy scouts 
6:30 Bells 

25 
6 Dinner 
6:30 Kids Club, 
Bible study 

26 
5:30 Preschool 
mtg 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

27 
Office closed 

28 
11 AA 

29 
9 Worship 
10 Sunday school 
11 Worship 
6 Paint and Dip 
 

30 
10 Staff mtg 
6 Girl scouts 
7:30 AA 

31 
5 Girl scouts 
6:30 Boy scouts 
6:30 Bells 

    


