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 In a few weeks, I will be teaching a new class at the seminary, 

along with my father and brother-in-law.  We will be teaching Worship 

and Sacraments.  We are, honestly, a little nervous.  None of us consider 

ourselves to be very liturgically conscious people.  This class is typically 

taught by people who are very sensitive to high-church traditions.  Fur-

thermore, we thought we were going to be fired from teaching last year, 

and now we have more teaching contracts than we have ever had.   

 As we were gathering to discuss what we wanted to teach in this 

class, we had to address how we handle the church liturgical year.  There 

are so many “high and holy” church holidays that I do not consciously 

celebrate every year.  How do we teach about these days?  Ultimately, 

we decided to concentrate on how the church year retells the story of 

salvation every year.  And although you may not follow each and every 

holiday, it is important to repeat certain steps, and occasionally cele-

brate each of them in turn, because they remind us of the story of salva-

tion. 

 Lent is one of those high and holy times, although we usually 

take care to celebrate Lent every year.  Lent is forty days (not including 

Sundays) before Easter.  It begins with Ash Wednesday and ends on East-

er Sunday.  Why forty days?  Forty is a number of some importance in 

our Biblical message.  The forty days represent the forty days Jesus spent 

in the wilderness before beginning his ministry.  Those forty days also 

represent the forty years the Israelites spent in the wilderness before 

coming to the Promised Land.  And so, every year, we spend forty days 

focusing on repentance, atonement, self-denial and charity as we replay 

this part of our salvation story. 

 I invite you to take on a new discipline this Lenten season.  One 

that will help us replay the story of faith.  I invite you to pray the follow-

ing prayer every day.  The following prayer is called the Wesleyan Cove-

nant prayer.  It was adapted by John Wesley, and reminds us of our place 

in the story of God’s great work of salvation.  I invite you to find a time—

when you wake up, before bed, during your lunch break—some time, 

and pray this prayer every day.  Set a reminder on your phone, and pray 

this prayer each and every day: (continued on page 3) 
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1 John 4: 7-8 “Beloved, let us love 

one another, for love is from God 

and everyone that loveth is born 

of God; and knoweth God.  He 

that loveth not knoweth not God, 

for love is from God , so beloved 

let us love one another.”   

As we celebrated Valentine’s Day 

with treats and a party, I knew            

these verses were appropriate 

verses to teach the students.  So 

we  sang and worked on friendli-

ness and loving each other this 

month. 

The students have loved our class 

visits from the librarian and Child 

Evangelism Fellowship teacher 

each month.  The few days of 

lovely warm weather encouraged 

us to play outside on the play-

ground. 

We have been working our way 

through the alphabet and are now 

on letter S.  My smart students 

can say them all to you if you ask!  

I love them all and praise the Lord 

for a great group of children. 

On a funny note to end:  One of 

my students  said to another stu-

dent, “With your hair cut you look 

like you have a big head!”  To 

which the response was, “I do 

have a big head!  That’s why I’m 

so smart; I have a big brain.” 

 

   Ms. Lisa 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?, And who will go 
for us? “  And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”   -Isaiah 6:8 

Kids’ Club News 

Preschool News 

Our scavenger hunt on Feb 15th 
was a huge success because of 
the kindness and attention from 
our volunteers! Thank you Betty 
A, Megan H, Marlene J, Robin 
O, Steve and Kathy O, and Win-
nie S for teaching our stations 
during the scavenger hunt! They 
enjoyed meeting each of you as 
much as they liked finding the 
clues in the sanctuary while 
they learned ways they can 
serve the Lord in worship!  

We will be attending the Ash 
Wednesday service on March 
1st, at 6:30 with dinner  

 

served before at 6:00 and Kids’ 
Club activities to follow the 
service from 7-8pm.  

Kids’ Club will continue to meet 
6pm-8pm Wednesday evenings 
through April 12th. We invite 
any children ages 4-12 to join 
us. Parents are also welcome to 
stay and join in the fun! 

 

Please contact Megan Hanover 
or Christa Quail if you would 
like to be a part of Kids’ Club or 
if you would be willing to staff 
the nursery.  

2 



The UMW would like to 

thank all the volunteers 

who made the Valentine’s 

Day luncheon a success.  

Couldn’t have done it with-

out you! 

 

Thank you to the Chancel 

Choir for all of your dona-

tions to support the Not By 

Choice organization.  The 

prayer shawls along with all 

these comfort items will 

hopefully bring a  little bit of 

joy to a patient who is un-

dergoing cancer treatment.  

Thank you choir for putting 

Christ’s love into action. 

 

 
Lent Sermon Series-Bulldozed By Grace 

Tullian Tchividjian wrote a famous book, Surprised by Grace.  But 

as we think about what grace is, what it has done and is doing in 

our lives, I am not certain “surprised” is the right word.  For Lent, 

we begin a new sermon series called ”Bulldozed by Grace”.  We 

will explore what grace is—more than just forgiveness—how it 

impacts our lives, and what the Easter story tells us about God’s 

wonderful gift of grace through Jesus Christ. 

 

  March 5 – “Need for Grace”   

  March 12—“Price of Grace  

  March 19—“Reality of Grace” 

  March 26—“Free Grace” 

  April 2-”No Cheap Grace” 

  April 9- “Perfection of Grace” 

  April 19-”Freedom in Grace” 
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“I am no longer my own, but yours. 

Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; 

put me to doing, put me to suffering; 

let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 

exalted for you, or brought low for you; 

let me be full, 

let me be empty, 

let me have all things, 

let me have nothing: 

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 

to your pleasure and disposal. 

And now, glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

you are mine and I am yours. So be it.   

And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 
 Amen.” 

      Pastor Jonathan 



3/20 Margie Osbun 

1002 E. Columbus Street 

Apt. D3, Kenton 

 

3/23 Joe Neal 

16295 Maureen Drive, Kenton 

 

3/25 Paul Hatcher 

450 Summit Street, Kenton 

 

3/25 Harry Bailey 

123 Oak Lane, Kenton 

Women of Joy Conference-Indianapolis 

On April 23, we will welcome special guest Mic Mohler to share his 

testimony in our worship.  Mic is a former United Methodist pastor 

who experienced a very public fall from grace and eventual prison sen-

tence.  Mic will share his compelling story of success, ego, fall, and 

ultimate grace as he discusses his testimony and his newfound calling 

from God.  Mic will also talk about his new nonprofit, Continue the 

Story, which works with families affected by incarceration.  Mark your 

calendars; you will not want to miss this Sunday! 

 

Friday August 11– Saturday August 12, 2017 

Lisa Harper / Christine Caine / Candace Cameron Bure / 

Angela Thomas Pharr / Natalie Grant / Charles Billingsley 

 

Total cost $159/person, $25 registration due immedi-
ately.  

6 tickets left!  

Price includes hotel accommodations and conference 
ticket!  

Please contact Christa Quail or the church office for 
more details.  
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Screwtape Letters-Pastor ‘s Bible Study 

Continue The Story 

Beginning March 1, the Pastor’s Bible Study at 6:30 on Wednesday 

nights will be studying CS Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters.  Lewis’ book is 

a satirical, often humorous set of letters from a veteran demon, 

Screwtape, to his nephew, Wormwood, as Wormwood begins 

tempting a new Christian.  While the letters are entertaining, they also 

dive into important issues for our faith.  The study is open to anyone.  

There are no requirements to read or study outside of Wednesday 

night, and you may join in at any time.  Please come and join us! 

SAVE THE DATES! 

July 17-21 

Will be our  

VBS 

2017! 



February has come and gone by very quickly! I would 
like to take this time to say thank you to everyone who came 
out and helped with our kids club and middle school youth 
faith into action night! The kids LOVED meeting people from 
the congregation and learning about all the working parts in 
our church that make our church services possible! 

 
A special thank you to Trent Watkins and Chuck 

Rawlins as they were able to live stream the Superbowl on 
the big screen in the sanctuary for our high school Superbowl 
party.  It was a great time! 

 
Lakeside Information 
We are quickly approaching summer! That means 

Lakeside For Youth camp is right around the corner. Lakeside 
is a Christian camp for high school students. If you are cur-
rently in the 8th grade you are eligible to attend Lakeside this 
summer. Students who just graduated are also eligible to 
attend. Counselors in Training (CITs) are college-aged individ-
uals and are no longer considered campers.  They are begin-
ning to be put in leadership positions. Whoever is interested 
in going with us to Lakeside for Youth camp please let me 
know ASAP so we can begin getting paperwork filled out. The 
dates are June 25th-July 1st.  

 
Upcoming events…. 

March 1st middle school youth 6-8pm. We will 
attend the Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 pm. 

March 5th high school youth 5:30-7:30pm. 
March 12th No high school youth!! 
March 15th middle school youth 6-8pm. 
March 19th high school youth Time TBD 
March 26th high school youth Time TBD 

 
Please continue to pray for the youth of our church and our 
community. 
 
God Bless, 
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Youth News 

Family 

Easter  

Celebration! 

April 16th  

9:15am-10am 

Following the 

Easter Breakfast 

until Sunday 

School Begins 

 

Karl McNeal 

Peggy Wills 

Susie Heilman 

Tia Reffner 

Ruth Klingler 

Paul Herman 

Barb Gault 

Tom and Jackie Bartels 

Bev White 

Wilma Zuchetto 

Erma Boysel 

John Wicherson 

Luke Stauffer 

Marilyn Arn 

Penelope Wieder  

Emmy Dunbar 

Bud Winzenried 

David Deever 

 



 

   9:00  11:00 Offering 

 

February 5  72  95  $5905.25 

February 12 68  83  $6258.38 

February 19 66  96  $4714.70 

February 26 68  99  $6177.56 

Attendance and Offering First United Methodist  

234 N. Main Street       

Kenton, Ohio 43326 

Reverend Jonathan Hanover 

419-673-3205 

EMAIL ADDRESSES 

office@kentonfirst.org 

pastor@kentonfirst.org 

youth@kentonfirst.org 

children@kentonfirst.org 

preschool@kentonfirst.org 

WEBSITE 

kentonfirst.org 

March 2017 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1Ash Wednesday 

7:00 Service  

6:00 Dinner 

6:30 Service 

7:00 Bible study, Kids’ 

Club, MS youth 

2 
6:30 Choir 

7:30 AA 

3 
Office Closed 

4 
11:00 AA 

5 
9:00 Worship 

10:00 SS 

11:00 Worship 

6 
10:00 Staff meeting 

6:00 Girl scouts 

7:30 AA 

7  9:30 Knitters 

5:00 Girl Scouts 

6:30 Bells, Boy scouts 

7:30 Worship meeting 

8 
6:00 Dinner 

6:30 Kids’ Club, 

Bible study 

9 

6:30 Choir 

7:30 AA 

10 

Office Closed 

11 

11:00 AA 

12 

9:00 Worship 

10:00 SS 

11:00 Worship 

13 10:00 Staff mtg 

6:00Girl scouts 

6:30 Trustees meeting 

7:30 AA 

14    4:00 NOC 

5:00 Girl scouts 

6:30 Bells 

6:30 Boy scouts 

15 

6:00 Dinner 

6:30 Kids’ Club, 

Bible study, MS youth 

16 

5:30 Preschool mtg 

6:30 Choir 

7:30 AA 

17 

Office Closed 

18 

11:00 AA 

19 

9:00 Worship 

10:00 SS 

11:00 Worship 

20 10:00 Staff  mtg 

6:00 Girl scouts 

6:30 Children’s Minis-

try meeting 

7:30 AA 

21 9:30 Knitters 

5:00 Girl scouts 

5:30 SPR meeting 

6:30 Bells, Boy scouts 

22   6:00 Dinner 

6:30 Kids’ Club, 

Bible study 

7:30 Elizabeth Circle 

23 

6:30 Choir 

7:30 AA 

24 

Office Closed 

25 

11:00 AA 

26 

9:00 Worship 

10:00 SS 

11:00 Worship 

27 

10:00 Staff meeting 

6:00 Girl scouts 

7:30 AA 

28 
5:00 Girl scouts 

6:30 Boy scouts 

6:30 Bells 

29 

6:00 Dinner 

6:30 Kids’ Club, 

Bible study 

30 

6:30 Choir 

7:30 AA 

31 

Office Closed 

 


