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Can Easter still speak to us in 2018? 

 

 We are about to begin a series called “The Grave Robber”. 

The series, based on a book by Mark Batterson, explores the mira-

cles of Jesus as portrayed in the Gospel of John (more on this series 

later).  In the midst of preparing this series, preparing Easter wor-

ship and officiating a few funerals, I was struck by an article that 

raised the suggestion that Easter no longer speaks to Christians in 

2018. 

 The article’s point was straightforward.  I have never seen 

anyone raised from the dead.  I know a few people who claim to be 

witnesses to such a miracle.  But it is certainly not part of my every-

day experience.  The article suggested that stories about miracles 

and resurrections were left over from the days before the Great En-

lightenment.  We modern people have no room for such unreasona-

ble things.  The article suggested it was the ultimate cruelty to stand 

before families who have recently lost loved ones and preach about 

eternal life and resurrection, knowing their loved one would not rise 

from the dead.   

 And yet… 

 It is true that I have not witnessed the miracle of resurrec-

tion.  But to say that I have not witnessed miracles in this church is 

also a lie.  In my not-even-three years here I have seen families 

with deep hurts find healing and peace.  I have seen children from 

the neighborhood who come to church because it is one of the few 

loving and accepting places in their lives. They come and find 

peace and learn faith.  I have seen children baptized and become 

part of the family of God.  People have stood before this church and 

made the covenant of membership.  I have witnessed our communi-

ty come together, ignoring such petty disagreements like denomina-

tions, and worship and serve together. 

 All around us we see new life out of death. 

 Can Easter still speak to us in 2018?  Does the resurrection 

message still mean anything? 

 We are living in it. 

      -Pastor Jonathan 
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Truth springs up from the earth, and righteousness smiles down from heaven.  
        -Psalm 85:11 

Bell Choir Director 

 
An Easter Blessing 

 It is with deep sadness 

we announce that Jan Aller will 

retire as accompanist and hand-

bell choir director, effective June 

24, 2018.  Jan has served with 

the bell choir since 1981.  She has 

been a faithful, talented, won-

derful member of our music staff 

for many years.  While we would 

love to keep Jan forever, she has 

certainly earned her retire-

ment.  We will celebrate Jan 

when the Chancel Bells finish 

their season on May 20. 

 Our church is actively 

seeking both an accompanist and 

handbell choir director to replace 

Jan.  If you or anyone you know 

are interested, please contact the 

church office. 
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Karl McNeal 

John Wicherson 

Marilyn Arn 

Bud Winzenried 

Mason Bloom 

Erma Boysel 

Zoey Turner 

Linda Mabrey 

Sharon Heilman 

Jane McGee 

Karen Yankee 

Laura Hamilton 

 

 

 

Preschool News 
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 Matthew 16:4 "And 
looking up, they saw that the 
stone had been rolled back-it 
was very large."  Yes, HE is 
risen, HE is risen indeed!   As 
we celebrated Easter it was a 
great time to remind the 
preschoolers that this is why 
we can pray to God in Jesus' 
name...because HE is risen 
and alive. How exciting it has 
been to see the students come 
to love and ask if they can 
take the time to pray during 
class. It has also been 
wonderful to see them pray 
and be concerned for their 
friends and family.  
 March was filled with 
much activity as we started the 
month with a visit to the Fire 
Station. The children loved 
not only looking at the trucks 
but also looking all through 
the Fire Station where the men 
live.  
 My preschoolers raised 
over $200.00 for our Pennies 
for Patients Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society. Way to 
go preschoolers! 
 Thanks so much for all 
you do to support our 
preschool and the students 
who are on a sponsorship. 
God has used you greatly! 

     -Ms. Lisa 

  

A very special thank you to everyone who helped 

with the Easter services , drama and breakfast.  

What a wonderful day celebrating Jesus’ resur-

rection.  Thank you to the Twisted Whisk for 

providing coffee after both services. 



 Children and Family Ministry 

 Kids’ Club wrapped up 

our last weekly meeting for 

this year just before Easter. 

Thank you Megan Hanover for 

leading, Tom Taylor and Chris-

ta Quail for volunteering and 

Robin and Abe Oates for 

providing nursery care. To stay 

in touch and give new friends 

(ages 4-12 years old) a chance 

to join us before next Fall, we 

will have Kids’ Club Nights 

from 6:30 pm-7:30 pm on 

Wednesday April 25th, May 

23rd, June 27th and August 

22nd. These will be fun nights 

including a snack, ministry les-

son, game and an occasional 

craft. Come visit for a night 

and see a glimpse of the seeds 

being planted in these young 

hearts! See Megan Hanover or 

Christa Quail if you would like 

to become a part of this ex-

citing ministry.  

 Our Family Easter Ex-

travaganza was a lot of fun! 

Thank you Tobey and Amy 

Steinman, Sandy Herman and 

Nick Newland for leading the 

games and crafts! The children 

enjoyed Cone Zone, Toss 

Across, 4 in a Row, Egg Toss 

and several crafts. They also 

received Easter gifts to remind 

them Easter is about our Risen 

Savior! We could not provide 

these fun events without such 

wonderful volunteers! 

 I invite you to join us in 

a special sermon series through 

April and May.  The series fo-

cuses on the miracles of Jesus 

as described in the Gospel of 

John.  Mark Batterson’s book 

The Grave Robber forms the 

basis for this series.  Here is 

the really fun part of the series.  

There are a lot of great ways 

you can connect into this se-

ries.   

1. Come to church each 

Sunday and be a part of 

the sermon. 

2. Read the book, if you are 

so inclined. 

3. Connect to the resources 

available for this series 

on RightNow Media. 

Each of these methods compli-

ments the other. 

 If you have not signed 

up for your complimentary 

RightNow Media access, 

please contact the church of-

fice.  The resources online are 

great for a family devotion, or 

mid-week reconnection with 

the message. 
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The Grave Robber 



 ..Plant the good seeds of righteousness, and you will harvest a crop of love. 
         -Hosea 10:12 

 The annual  Mother-Daughter Banquet will be held on 

May 12th at 11:00 am.  This year’s theme will be,  “Life... han-

dle with Prayer.”  Kenton’s Top Twenty will be performing 

after a catered brunch which consists of quiche, fruit and 

muffins.  Tickets are available in the church office for $6.00 per 

person.  Three-year-olds and under are 

free.  Buy your tickets before May 1st.  

All ladies are invited for food, fun and 

fellowship! 
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Mother-Daughter Banquet 

Prom Dress Give-Away 

 Thank you for your donations of 

dresses, shoes and jewelry! Thank you 

Amy Kohl for designing flyers, sharing 

your great planning tips and helping 

spread the news about the event. Thank 

you Betty A., Robin O., Penny H., and 

Kirsten O. for all of your support and en-

couragement for the girls and their fami-

lies on shopping day! Thank you Marlene J. for volunteering to do alterations and en-

couraging everyone as they shopped! Throughout the event and last week we made 36 

girls very happy by providing them with beautiful dresses for their proms. They enjoyed 

the shopping experience and left our church knowing they were loved and beautiful! 

We still have dresses available by appointment.  If you know of anyone needing to shop 

please have them call the church office to make an appointment! We are hoping to do 

this again for Homecoming in the fall. 

1-Day Adventure Camp  

@ Camp Wesley 

For ages 6-12,  

June 5th  8 am-5 pm 

More details coming 

soon! 



 

 

   9:00   11:00  Offering 

 

March 4  69  79  $7526.25 

March 11  65  99  $7351.50 

March 18  60  100  $3440.25 

March 25  77  110  $4678.25 

Attendance and Offering  

 
First United     

Methodist Church 
234 N. Main Street 

Kenton, Ohio 
419.673.3205 

office@kentonfirst.org 
Rev. Jonathan 

Hanover 

April 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1Easter Sunday 

8:00 Sunrise 
9:00 Breakfast 
11:00 Worship 

2’ 

Office Closed 
7:30 AA 

3 

9:30 Knitters 
6:30 Bells,  
Boy Scouts 

4 

6:30 Bible study, 
MS youth 

5 

6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

6 

Office Closed 

7 

11:00 AA 

8 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 

9 

6:30 Trustees 
7:30 AA 

10 
4:00 NOC 
6:30 Bells, 
Boy Scouts 

11 

6:30 Bible study, 
MS youth 

12 

6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

13 

Office Closed 

14 

11:00 AA 

15 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 

16 
6:30Children’s 
Ministry 
7:30 AA 

17 

9:30 Knitters 
5:30 SPR 
6:30 Bells, BS 

18 

6:30 Bible study, 
MS youth 

19 

6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

20 

Office Closed 

21 

11:00 AA 

22 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 

23 
6:30 Lead Team 
7:30 AA 

24 

6:30 Bells, 
Boy Scouts 

25 

6:30 Bible study, 
MS youth 

26 

6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

27 

Office Closed 

28 

11:00 AA 

29 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 

30 

7:30 AA 

     


