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 The NFL Draft was last week.  I enjoy watching the draft.  

After all, for Bengals fans this is as good as it gets.  But I think the 

whole process is fun.  One of the things I enjoy is trying to interpret 

the facial expressions and interviews of draft picks that are going to 

places that, quite frankly, were not their top choice.  The players 

may say they are just happy to be in the NFL.  But you can tell that 

they are less than excited to be playing for the Cleveland Browns.  

Losing takes a toll.  Everyone wants to be part of a winning team. 

 It is so easy to get caught in the negativity surrounding the 

future of the church.  We know about the rise of the “nones” in our 

country (the rise of people with no religious affiliation).  We hear 

about the struggles of the United Methodist Church.  Many of us 

read the Wall Street Journal article suggesting Kenton, Ohio was a 

terrible place to live.  If we just listened to the outside voices, you 

would think we were the Cleveland Browns of churches (Sorry 

Browns fans; it is just too easy). 

 But that is not correct.  The global church is growing by  

leaps and bounds.  The United Methodist Church will soon have 

more members in Africa than in the United States.  The global mis-

sions of the church have shown miraculous success in fighting ma-

laria, human trafficking, world poverty, and other issues. 

 Locally, our church is reaching out to new families, new 

people, and new ministries.  We have entered into partnership with 

some of our sister churches to widen our impact in Hardin County.  

Because of our financial health, we are able to make much needed 

investments in ministries, technology, and our building. 

 Friends, we are not the Cleveland Browns of the religious 

world.  We are Manchester City who just ran away with the Premier 

League Title, or the Philadelphia Eagles, or… okay, maybe the 

sports metaphor falls apart here.  But we are a church building the 

Kingdom of God right here and now. 

 I would love to sit back and take all the credit for the won-

derful things happening here.  But the truth is, we are faithful be-

cause our people our faithful.  Our church members are faithful in 

service, generosity, and prayers.  Our staff members are extremely 

talented, faithful, hard-working people.  Our church is successful 

because you are faithful. 

 Thank you for your faithfulness, for your generosity, and for 

your prayers.  But there is more left to do!  Let’s not give up yet! 

      -Pastor Jonathan 
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 On April 28th a group of ladies from Kenton First attend-

ed a one day seminar in Lewis Center, Ohio. The day included 

worship led by Anthony Evans and Bible lessons led by his sister 

Priscilla Shirer. She taught on the power of prayer in our person-

al lives as well as in the life of the church and our community. 

We have acquired a license to view the replay of this event until 

May 28th.  We are currently talking to Walnut Grove to see if it 

would be possible for us to host a replay of this event at that 

church in May. Watch for more details to come. 
 

 “For I am about to do something new.  See, I have already begun! Do you 
not see it?”       -Isaiah 43:19 

Priscilla Shirer Simulcast 
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 It is with deep sadness we announce that Jan Aller will retire as 

accompanist and hand bell choir director, effective June 24, 2018.  Jan 

has served with the bell choir since 1981.  She has been a faithful, tal-

ented, wonderful member of our music staff for many years.  While we 

would love to keep Jan forever, she has certainly earned her retire-

ment.  We will celebrate Jan when the Chancel Bells finish their season 

on May 20. 

 Our church is actively seeking both an accompanist and hand 

bell choir director to replace Jan.  If you or anyone you know is inter-

ested, please contact the church office. 

 Join us as we celebrate Jan’s years 

of service on May 20th immediately follow-

ing the 11:00 worship service.  

 

Hand Bell Choir Director 



 

Preschool News 

 Psalm 100 tells us to 

“make a joyful noise unto the 

Lord, all the earth!  Serve the Lord 

with gladness!  Come before His 

presence with singing!”  We in 

preschool have been rejoicing that 

the Lord has been giving us warm-

er weather.  Just to be able to go 

outside and play for recess is like a 

bit of fresh air...literally. 

 April was a month for 

wrapping up things like learning 

all our letters of the alphabet and 

numbers on the number chart.  

We were able to have a visit from 

the fire department for our morn-

ing class.  They so enjoyed 

meeting the firemen and walking 

through the fire truck that the 

men brought to our parking lot.  

Miss Lacey and I were kept busy 

last week with our annual trike-a-

thon.  This year’s theme was “the 

car wash”.    The Kenton Times 

came out and took pictures of the 

children having fun riding their 

tricycles.  It was a super month of 

April! 

 May proves to be a busy 

month as well.  We invite you to 

come to our Spring graduation 

program on May 24th at 6:00 pm 

here in the church sanctuary. 

 Thanks to the many here 

at the church who prayerfully and 

financially support the preschool.  

We are so blessed by you!   

 Laugh lines...when talking 

about vegetables, fruit and meats, 

I asked the class, “Where does 

meat come from?” and all the 

children said in unison 

“McDonalds”.  Of course,  what 

was I thinking?  I knew that. 

Thanks again for your prayers. 

  -Ms. Lisa 
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May 3rd-  Elinor Barrett 

c/o Scott Barrett 

One Courthouse Square 

Suite 370, Kenton 

 

May 6th– Marilyn Arn 

Blanchard Place #113 

825 Richard Lane, Kenton 

 

May 7th– Jim Moore 

341 N. Barron St.,Kenton 

 

May 14th– Erma Boysel 

Blanchard Place #108 

825 Richard Lane, Kenton 

 

May 16th-Jane McGee 

12149 Pamela Dr.,Kenton 

 

May 26th– Jim Pruden 

16571 Maureen Dr., 

Kenton 

 

Children and Family Ministry News 

Important upcoming dates: 
 

May 6th- Community Movie Night- 5:30-8:00 pm.  Bring your 

friends, a comfy chair or cushion and join us for a movie, pizza, 

popcorn and fellowship! 

 

May 13th-NO Youth Group, Mother’s Day 

 

May 20th-Graduation Sunday- We will celebrate our graduates at 

the 9:00 am and 11:00 am services. We ask the graduates to 

attend one of the services. 

 

May 20th- Lakeside planning meeting WITH parents @5:30 pm. 

Wii games tournament til 8:00 pm after the meeting. 

 

May 27th- Youth Group @5:30 pm. 

 

June 3- LAST ONE FUND EVENT! Student Auction/Bake sale @ 

Noon. Please plan to stay after the 11:00 am worship service to 

help support our youth programs.  

Important Upcoming Dates: 

 
May 23- Kids’ Club for children ages 4-12. 6:00-7:30 pm. New 

friends are always welcome to join us for a Bible lesson, fun 

games and a light snack. 

 

June 2-School’s Out Bowling Party- For all ages! Noon-2 pm at 

Hillcrest Lanes in Kenton! 

 

June 5- One Day Adventure Camp for children 7- 12 years of age. 

@ Camp Wesley in Bellefontaine. Cost is $10. Contact Christa 

Quail, 419-673-3205, to register by May 10th. 
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Middle/High School Youth News 



“Her children stand and bless her.  Her husband praises her:” 
        -Proverbs 31:28 

 

We will be recognizing our 

2018 graduates on        

Sunday, May 20th.  Please 

notify the church office 

with the name of your 

graduate and the worship 

service you will be attend-

ing. 

 

 

Thank you for the love-

ly  dinner after the fu-

neral of my mother 

Alta Boger.  Your kind-

ness and generosity are 

greatly appreciated. 

 

-Pam Loverage 

 

 

There are not enough 

words to fully express 

our heartfelt thanks for 

the sympathy, love, 

and support you have 

extended to our family 

during this time of loss. 

 

-The Althauser Family 
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Mother-Daughter Banquet 

 

 The annual Mother-Daughter Banquet will be 

held on May 12th at 11:00 am.  The theme is “Life... 

handle with Prayer”.  Kenton’s Top Twenty will be per-

forming after a catered brunch consisting of quiche, 

fruit and muffins.   

 Tickets are available in the church office for 

$6.00 per person.  Three-year-old and under are free.  

Buy your tickets before May 5th.  All ladies are invited 

for food, fun and fellowship! 

 

Once again we will be sup-
porting Heartbeat of Hardin 
County with the Baby Bottle 
Boomerang fundraiser. Fill 
your  bottle with change and 
return by May 20th.  Pick up 
your baby bottle today in the 

cookie room! 



 

   9:00  11:00  Offering 

 

April 1   110  196  $9128.00 

April 8   59  103  $5197.00 

April 15  69  85  $5511.26 

April 22  56  113  $4508.00 

April 29  71  96  $4317.00 

Attendance and Offering  

 
 

First United     
Methodist Church 
234 N. Main Street 

Kenton, Ohio 
419.673.3205 

office@kentonfirst.org 
Rev. Jonathan 

Hanover 

May 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

6:30 Bible study, 
MS youth 

3 

6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

4 
Office Closed 

5 
11:00 AA 

6 
9:00 Worship 
1000 SS 
11:00 Worship 

7 
6:30 Worship 
mtg 
7:30 AA 

8 
4:00 NOC 
6:30 Bells, 
Boy Scouts 

9 

6:30 Bible study, 
MS youth 
 

10 

6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

11 

Office Closed 

12 

11:00 Mother 
Daughter Ban-
quet 
11:00 AA 

13 

9:00 Worship 
1000 SS 
11:00 Worship 
5:30 HS Youth 

14 
6:30 Trustees  
 

15 

9:30 Knitters 
5:30 SPR 
6:30 Bells, 
Boy Scouts 

16 

6:30 Bible study, 
MS youth 

17 

5:30 PS mtg 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

18 

Office Closed 
6:00 rehearsal 

19 
11:00 AA 
4:30 wedding 

20 

9:00 Worship 
1000 SS 
11:00 Worship 
5:30 Parent mtg 

21 
6:30 Children’s 
Ministry mtg 

22 

6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:30 Youth mtg 

23 

6:30 Bible study, 
MS youth 

24 

6:00 PS Program 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

25 

Office Closed 

26 
11:00 AA 

 

27 

9:00 Worship 
1000 SS 
11:00 Worship 

28 

Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

29 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

30 

6:30 Bible study, 
MS youth 

31 

6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

  


