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A Note From The Pastor 
I was introduced to a book series while I was in seminary.  I made 

long drives several times per week, so I listened to a lot of audio-

books while driving to class.  Over the years, I have read most of 

the books in that particular series.  One of the interesting choices 

the author made was to tell stories of some of the same events 

from multiple perspectives.  Different books focus on different 

characters, and even though the stories focus on the same events, 

those events look very different from the perspective of different 

characters.  It is amazing how unique the same event can look 

from a different perspective. 

 

In Deuteronomy, Moses gives his final speech to the Israelites be-

fore he dies, and then Joshua leads the people into the Promised 

Land.  As part of that speech Moses tells the people they have a 

choice—to believe the story that God is telling them, or the story 

that evil is telling them.  Same story but vastly different perspec-

tives. 

 

As we come into November, this choice comes to the forefront.  I 

have to admit, I am often the type of person that can find the 

storm cloud in any silver lining.  I can be negative and complain.  I 

can be a perfectionist.  I struggle with focusing too much on what 

is wrong and not on what is right.  This can be a challenging season 

from that perspective.  It’s a busy time.  We can be so focused on 

what we don’t have and what needs to be accomplished.  We rec-

ognize All Saints’ Sunday, remembering those who have died.  And 

we begin the Christmas season, a season of stress and busyness. 

 

That’s one story. 
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A Note From The Pastor (continued) 
 

Here is another.  This is a season of gratitude.  We celebrate 

the Saints who have blessed us in their lives.  We come into a 

season of Thanksgiving.  While we recognize there are things 

we do not have, we praise God for the abundance we do 

have.  And as we enter this Christmas season, we give thanks 

for the gift of Jesus and the chance to show hope and love to 

others. 

 

Same story, different perspective. 

 

We can choose which one to tell this season. 

 

Pastor Jonathan 
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On Sunday, November 4th we 

will be observing the celebra-

tion of All Saints.  We will re-

member with thanksgiving 

those of our fellowship who 

have gone to be with the 

Lord since last November.  

Please let the office know the 

names of loved ones who 

have gone to be with Jesus. 

Coffee with the Pastor: 

The Future of the United Methodist Church 
 

In February 2019, the global United Methodist Church will 

meet in a special General Conference to consider the future of 

the church.  There are serious and considerable divides in the 

church in regards to many topics.  This General Conference 

will consider three options for moving forward, and may in-

clude a “graceful exit”—a process for churches to leave the 

United Methodist Connection. 

 

While we cannot say for certain what will happen at this con-

ference or how it will affect us, we invite you to a special 

“Coffee With the Pastor” event on Sunday, November 18, at 

4:00 pm.  Pastor Jonathan and Pastor David will both be in 

attendance.  They will present some information about the 

upcoming General Conference, as well as answer any ques-

tions you may have. 

John Wesley’s  

Advice on Voting 
 

“October 6, 1774 

 

I met those of our society who 

had votes in the ensuing election, 

and advised them 

 

1. To vote, without fee or re-

ward, for the person they 

judged most worthy 

2. To speak no evil of the person 

they voted against, and 

3. To take care their spirits were 

not sharpened against those 

that voted on the other side.” 

 

― John Wesley, The Journal of 

John Wesley 
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Thank you…. 
Annalyn Dakin would like to 

thank the church members 

for their help.  Thanks to 

your generous donations, 

she was able to purchase 

seven sheep, a flock of 

ducks, and honeybees from 

Heifer International. She 

said, “It makes me happy 

thinking of all the people this 

will help.” 

 
 

 

 

Thank you for your donations of money to purchase treats 

and for your donations of treats! Trunk-or-Treat was a huge 

success! We had 12 vehicles and gave out over 6,000 pieces 

of candy to 600+ people! Thank you to everyone who joined 

us in the parking lot. We could not have had such a fantastic 

event without you! HCC also gave out donuts and warm ci-

der and invitations to everyone 7th-12th grade for our next 

event on Nov 4th. We were happy to have the Kenton BKP 

join us again this year.  This is such a fun event! It is a chance 

to have a positive interaction with so many families from our 

community. Hope you will plan to join us again next year! 

Trunk-Or-Treat 

Karl McNeal 

John Wicherson 

Marilyn Arn 

Bud Winzenried 

Erma Boysel 

Linda Mabrey 

Sharon Heilman 

Jane McGee 

Karen Yankee 

Laura Hamilton 

Jim Pruden 

Michelle Sieg 

Tom Bartels 

Jim Black  

Zoey Turner 

Mary Lou McNeal 

Ruth Klingler 

Keegan Wright 

Joe Dulin 

Margie Osbun 

Gabe Purcell 



 

November 4 

Barbara Houser 

9691 Co. Rd. 175 

Kenton 

 

November 5 

Ruth Ann Kreinbihl 

306 Williams Ct 

Kenton 

 

November 21 

Barbara Gault 

Blanchard House Rm 125 

Kenton 

 

November 29 

Gladys Hamilton 

22676 Co. Rd. 100 

Kenton 

 

Youth Ministry News 

October has been a very busy 

month with Youth Group 

meeting on Wednesday nights 

from 6:30-8:00 and Sunday 

nights from 5:30-8:00, along 

with our new Hardin County 

Collective youth group 

meeting once a month. On 

October 7th we held a Fall Cel-

ebration event for the HCC at 

Camp Common Grounds. 

These events have been a fan-

tastic chance for our Kenton 

First UMC youth group to 

gather and fellowship with 

youth from up to five other 

churches, as well as new youth 

who do not currently have a 

church home. We have been 

exploring our identity in Christ 

and what it means to be a 

Christian in today’s world.  We 

also  talk about how we can 

grow in our personal relation-

ships with Christ while sup-

porting each other to glorify 

the kingdom of God. Please 

continue to pray for the youth 

of our community and for the 

youth of this church as we 

plan experiences for the com-

ing year. We want to be good 

stewards of the money we 

raise through OneFund and 

thank you, as always, for all of 

your generous support! 

Our next HCC event will be 

“Commando Church” held at 

Walnut Grove UMC on No-

vember 4th from 5:00-7:00 

PM. The bus will meet at Ken-

ton First at 4:30 PM. Wear 

dark colors for the  

“Commando Church” game! 
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1 Corinthians 1:4 "I give thanks to my God 
always for you because of the grace of God 
that was given you in Christ Jesus." Just as 
Paul was giving thanks for the church at 
Corinth, I, too, am thanking the church for 
their dedication and support of the pre-
school. What a fitting time as we approach 
Thanksgiving to have our hearts full 
of appreciation and to teach the children to 
be grateful. 
 
October started off for us on a very fun note with a visit from "The 
Turtle Lady" who showed us not only turtles, but lizards, frogs, 
and snakes. I wasn't crazy about the snakes; however, they stayed 
in their cage where they belonged! We were also able to take a 
walk to the library where Miss Susan, the youth director, read us 
books and made crafts with us. It is always a fun field trip. We 
ended our month with a party and dress-up day.  
The children have learned through letter G and number 7, writing 
their names much better and coloring too. 
    
Our preschool has a Yankee Candle fundraiser until November 
6th to raise extra funds for the school since we are a private non-
profit preschool. We would be delighted to show you a catalog if 
you are interested in ordering. The fundraiser greatly benefits the 
school and helps keep costs down. Thank you! 
 
Laugh line from preschool: When learning 
about Daniel in the lion’s den in CEF class, 
the teacher asked one of our students how 
Daniel was going to defeat the lions. Ex-
pecting a student to say "by praying"; he 
instead heard one of my boys say "he 
should just use a gun!" Oh, the things chil-
dren say! 
 
Thanks again for your prayers and support 
of the preschool, Miss Lacey, and myself. 
 
Administrator, Lisa Thomsen 

5 

Preschool News 



 

   9:00   11:00 Offering 

 

October 7  49  85  $5370.00 

October 14  58  92  $4403.00 

October 21  61  87  $6066.00 

October 28  63  89  $6324.00 

 

Attendance and Offering First United Methodist Church 

 
First United     

Methodist Church 
234 N. Main Street 

Kenton, Ohio 
419.673.3205 

office@kentonfirst.org 
Rev. Jonathan 

Hanover 

November 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 
6:30 Choir 
6:30 HCC 
7:30 AA 

2 

Office Closed 
4:00 Wedding 
Rehearsal 

3 
11:00 AA 
3:30 Wedding 

4 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 
5:00 HCC 

5 

6:00 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Worship  
7:30 AA 

6 
9:30 Healing 
Stitchers 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
6:30 Bell Choir 

7 
6:30 Kids Club 
6:30 Youth 
6:30 Bible Study 

8 

6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

9 

Office Closed 

10 

11:00 AA 

11 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 
 

12 

6:00 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Trustees 
7:30 AA 

13 

4:00 NOC 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
6:30 Bell Choir 

14 
6:30 Kids Club 
6:30 Youth 
6:30 Bible Study 

15 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

16 

Office Closed 
 
 

17 

11:00 AA 

18 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 
4:00 Coffee w/Pastor 

19 

6:00 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Children’s 
Ministry 
7:30 AA 

20 
9:30 Healing 
Stitchers 
6:30 Bell Choir 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

21 
Office Closing @ 
12:00 

22 
Office Closed—
Thanksgiving 

23 

Office Closed 

24 

11:00 AA 

25 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 
 

26 
6:00 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Lead Team 
7:30 AA 

27 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
6:30 Bell Choir 

28 
6:30 Kids Club 
6:30 Youth 
6:30 Bible Study 

29 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

30 
Office Closed 

 


