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A Note From The Pastor 
  

Recently, I was having a bit of car trouble.  I needed a new tire, which quick-

ly turned into needing four new tires, which quickly turned into needing 

more work, which quickly turned into “you might want to keep an eye out 

for other cars, just in case.”  Ever been in that situation?  And in fairness, my 

car is probably at the age that these sorts of things may happen.  So I began 

to research what other car options might be available just in case fixing my 

car turns out to be a lost cause.  I have no love for car shopping.  But after 

doing some research and seeing what options were out there, I feel confi-

dent that, if necessary, I can find another car. 

 

Ten years ago this would be the end of the story.  I did my research and now 

am waiting for the final ruling on my vehicle.  But in today’s world, that is 

not all.  Now, because I researched cars on the internet, every website I visit 

features a car advertisement.  Each advertisement centers around the same 

message:  Don’t wait.  You want a new car.  We can make it work.  Just say 

yes! 

 

I am often asked why I am so passionate about stewardship.  There are 

three key reasons.  First, I have lived a life of financial unfaithfulness and a 

life of financial stewardship (tithing, disciplined spending, etc.).  Having ex-

perienced both, I know the joy and peace that financial stewardship brings 

to one’s life and I want everyone to experience that.  Second, I know from 

my own life that when I am disciplined in my financial life, it becomes much 

easier to practice discipline in other areas. 

 

 But the third reason comes back to the car.  Every day we are bombarded 

with a lie.  The lie that if we buy this product, that if we pursue this goal, we 

will be happy.  We will be fulfilled.  We will be content.  It is a terrible, evil lie 

designed to steal your money and destroy your joy.  True, a new car will 

bring a temporary happiness, but that happiness will wear out not long after 

the first payment.  And the joy that comes from generosity far exceeds the 

temporary happiness of some new product I do not need. 

        —Continued on page 2 
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A Note From The Pastor (continued) 
 

This is why I am passionate about stewardship.  Because every day 

the rest of the world tries to trick you with an evil lie.  If we do not 

teach the truth of Christ, who will? 

 

This October we focus on stewardship.  We will explore John Wes-

ley’s three simple rules for money—practical, easy to understand 

rules that help us align our financial lives with God’s calling.  I en-

courage you to come and discover the true joy that comes from 

generosity and stewardship. 

 

Pastor Jonathan 
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Trunk or Treat 
Thursday, Oct 25,  

5:30-8pm 

Save a parking space for your 

decorated vehicle or your 

lawn chair with Christa Quail, 

419-673-3205 or email her at 

children@kentonfirst.org 

 

Collecting candy and non-food 

treats in the office now!  

 
As part of our focus on stewardship this month, we invite every family to prayerfully fill out a financial 

pledge card for 2019.  Pledge cards serve two purposes:  first, they help us as a church to be good stew-

ards by estimating our income for the next year.  This helps us make wise financial decisions for our budg-

et.  Second, the card gives you a financial giving goal to aspire to for the next year.  A few times per year, 

you will receive an updated giving statement from the church for tax purposes.  This statement also 

serves as a reminder to help you reach your financial goal.   

We invite your family to prayerfully consider your pledge for 2019, and turn in your card to the office or 

during the service on October 28th.  

mailto:children@kentonfirst.org
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Thank you…. 
 

The UMW wants to say 

“Thank You” to everyone 

who helped with the school 

bags this fall.  Because of 

you, we were able to pro-

vide 96 school bags to chil-

dren in need.  Your kind-

ness is so appreciated! 

 

 
 

 

 

I 

Kids’ Club has started a new year with a new time to try to 

allow our younger members to get home earlier for bed.  

We will now meet from 6:30 pm-7:30 pm on Wednesday 

nights. Kids’ Club is for children 4-12 years of age. We en-

gage in fun lessons, games and worship experiences that en-

courage the children to build their personal relationships 

with Jesus and with each other. It is more than memorizing 

Bible stories and details. It is helping kids learn how God is 

relevant to them on a daily basis. Parents are welcome to 

sign children in and pick them up or you may join us or stay 

for the Bible Study in the lounge. See Megan Hanover or 

Christa Quail for more information. 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

   Picnic Fun! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended our annual church  

picnic on Sunday, September 23rd. As always, everyone 

brought great food and we enjoyed a wonderful time of fel-

lowship! We missed those who couldn’t make it and hope 

you will join us next year! 

Children’s Ministry News 

Karl McNeal 

John Wicherson 

Marilyn Arn 

Bud Winzenried 

Erma Boysel 

Linda Mabrey 

Sharon Heilman 

Jane McGee 

Karen Yankee 

Laura Hamilton 

Michelle Sieg 

Jim Pruden 

Tom Bartels 

Jim Black 

Linda Wuethrich 

Zoey Turner 

Mary Lou McNeal 



 

October 11th 

Harold McGee 

12149 Pamela Dr. 

Kenton 

 

October 16th 

Marion Houser 

9691 Co. Rd. 175 

Kenton 

 

October 18th 

Rosemary Latimer 

336 Stonehedge Ln. 

Kenton 

 

October 27th 

James Steele 

250 W. Geneva Dr. 

Dunkirk 

 

Youth Ministry News 

We are very excited about the 

changes that this fall has 

brought to our Kenton First 

United Methodist Youth Pro-

gram. We will no longer sepa-

rate Wednesday night for mid-

dle school youth and Sunday 

night for high school youth. 

Instead, we have decided to 

open both meetings to all 

youth ages 7th-12th grade. 

They may attend either or 

both nights or switch back and 

forth, depending on which 

meeting time best matches 

their schedule. Wednesday, 

6:30 pm-8:00 pm, will not in-

clude dinner but a light snack 

will be provided. Sunday    

5:30 pm-8:00 pm, will contin-

ue to include dinner. 

 

Another exciting change has 

been the partnership with 

Walnut Grove UMC, Epworth 

UMC, Dunkirk Grace UMC and 

St. Johns to form the Hardin 

County Collective Youth 

group. This group meets once 

a month and is open to all 

community youth 7th-12th 

grade. The meetings have 

been attended by an average 

of 40 youth and we pray num-

bers will continue to grow. 

These monthly meetings are 

scheduled for the first Sunday 

of each month in various loca-

tions. Please lift this group up 

in prayer for discernment and 

wisdom as we move forward 

in unity to build God’s king-

dom, for His glory, with the 

youth of this community. 
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES!!! 

Oct 7 HCC, 5-7pm @ Camp Common Ground, Worship led by 

the Steinover band, Devos and a Hayride 

Oct 14 NO YOUTH GROUP 

Oct 28 1st ONEFUND EVENT- Immediately Following 2nd Service, 

NO YOUTH GROUP 

Nov 4- HCC, 5-7:30pm @ Walnut Grove UMC 

Dec 2-HCC, 5-7pm @ St. Johns Church, Kenton 



Psalm 23:  The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 

want…” 

We are learning to be satisfied and respectful in 

class, a great prerequisite for teaching thankfulness 

next month as we come upon the Thanksgiving sea-

son. 

We were able to pick pumpkins, and we have a visit 

from the Turtle Lady planned next week, along with a 

pizza and dress up day this month.  We are just a busy crew 

here in preschool! 

We ask for your help!  From October 23rd-November 6th, we 

will be selling Yankee Candles for our Fall fundraiser.  This is a 

super opportunity to buy Christmas gifts and earn a little extra 

money for the preschool at the same time.  This helps to keep 

our costs lower.  Thanks so much for considering helping us.  

Look for the sales coming out in a couple weeks. 

Thanks so much for your support and most of all your prayers 

for our preschool.  We are here because of you! 

Lisa Thomsen, Administrator 

First United Methodist Christian Preschool 
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Preschool News 

 

Bell Choir Needs You!  
 

A_e __u the mi__i_g P_ec_ of _u_ P_z_l_? 

 

Can you read the above message? I can because I know 

what it says but can you? 

This is what your bell choir currently looks like.   We 

have had several people decide that they wanted to 

retire from playing and several more who only want to 

sub so we are down at least two ringers.  God com-

mands us to “make a joyful noise” and the psalmist 

says to “Praise him with trumpets, harps, lyres, drums, 

cymbals, and dancing” (Psalm 150). Can you imagine 

your services without the sound of bells to bring you 

into the very presence of God? 

Bell choir is open to anyone with an interest in praising  

 

God with their musical talents. Committing to rehears-

als, though, is very important. If one ringer is absent, it 

leaves a hole which is hard to compensate for; when 

many are absent, it makes rehearsals almost impossi-

ble. 

Is God calling you to join us? Have questions? Feel free 
to contact Cathy Hanover at (937)725-4518  (call or 
text) or email me at chanover1@gmail.com to talk 
about the possibilities. All you need is a willing spirit 
and a commitment to rehearsals. No one is too old to 
ring for the Lord! 
(The above should read: Are You the Missing Piece of 

our Puzzle?) 

    

mailto:chanover1@gmail.com


 

   9:00   11:00 Offering 

 

September 2 56  76  $6082.75 

September 9 62  74  $4475.00 

September 16 52  88  $3885.72 

September 23 64  86  $2368.69 

September 30 

Attendance and Offering First United Methodist Church 

 
First United     

Methodist Church 
234 N. Main Street 

Kenton, Ohio 
419.673.3205 

office@kentonfirst.org 
Rev. Jonathan 

Hanover 

October 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
6:00 Girl Scouts 
7:30 AA 

2 
9:30 Knitters 
6:30 Bell Choir 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

3 
6:30 Kids Club 
6:30 Youth 
6:30 Bible Study 

4 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

5 

Office Closed 

6 
11:00 AA 
11:00 Wedding 

7 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 
5:00 HCC 

8 

6:00 I Believe In 
The Church 
7:30 AA 

9 
4:00 NOC 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
7:30 Youth Minis-
try 

10 
6:30 Kids Club 
6:30 Youth 
6:30 Bible Study 

11 

6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

12 

Office Closed 

13 

11:00 AA 

14 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 
3:00 Charge Confer-
ence 

15 

5:30/6 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Children's 
Ministry 
6:30 Trustees 
7:30 AA 

16 

9:30 Knitters 
6:00 KHCB 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
6:30 Bell Choir 

17 
6:30 Kids Club 
6:30 Youth 
6:30 Bible Study 

18 
5:30 Preschool 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 AA 

19 

Office Closed 
 
12:00 Retired 
Teachers Lunch 

20 

11:00 AA 

21 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 

22 

6:00 Girl Souts 
6:30 Lead Team 
7:30 AA 

23 
6:30 Bell Choir 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

 

24 
6:30 Kids Club 
6:30 Youth 
6:30 Bible Study 
7:30 Elizabeth Circle 

25 
5:30 Trunk Or 
Treat 
7:30 AA 

26 

Office Closed 

27 

11:00 AA 

28 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00 Worship 
12:30 One Fund 

29 
6:00 Girl Scouts 
7:30 AA 

30 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
6:30 Bell Choir 

31 
6:30 Kids Club 
6:30 Youth 
6:30 Bible Study 

   


